
FMCSA announces its decision to grant, in part, the application of the American Pyrotechnics Association 
(APA) for renewal of exemptions from certain hours of service (HOS) regulations that expired on July 8, 
2020. The request is being made on behalf of 60 APA member companies. The exemptions will allow 
drivers for these companies to exclude off-duty and sleeper berth time of any length from the 
calculation of the 14-hour limit and to use paper records of duty status (RODS) in lieu of electronic 
logging devices (ELD) during the 2021 Independence Day period. FMCSA has analyzed the application for 
exemptions and the public comments and has determined that the exemptions, subject to the terms 
and conditions imposed, will likely achieve a level of safety that is equivalent to, or greater than, the 
level that would be achieved absent such exemptions. 
 
DATES:  These exemptions are effective June 28 through July 8, 2021. 

Terms and Conditions of the Exemptions 
 

Period of the Exemption 
              The requested HOS exemptions from 49 CFR 395.3(a)(2) and 49 CFR 395.8(a)(1)(i) are effective 
from June 28 through July 8, 2021, 11:59 p.m. local time.  
 
Terms and Conditions of the Exemptions 
                        The exemptions are limited to drivers employed by the 58 motor carriers previously 
covered by the exemptions, and drivers employed by the two additional carriers identified by an asterisk 
in the appendix table of this notice. Drivers covered by these exemptions will be able to exclude off-duty 
and sleeper-berth time of any length from the calculation of the 14-hour limit. Drivers will be able to use 
paper RODs in lieu of ELDs to record their HOS. The conditions of these are as follows: 
•            Drivers must not drive more than 11 hours after accumulating 14 hours on duty prior to 
beginning a new driving period;  
•            Drivers must have 10 consecutive hours off duty following 14 hours on duty prior to beginning a 
new driving period;  
•            Drivers must use paper RODs, maintain RODS for 6 months from the date the record is prepared, 
and make RODS accessible to law enforcement upon request; 
•            Drivers subject to the ELD requirements prior to June 28 must continue to use ELDs, maintain 

ELD data for 6 months from the date the electronic record is generated, and make ELD data 
accessible to law enforcement upon request; and 

•            The carriers and drivers must comply with all other requirements of the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Regulations (49 CFR parts 350-399) and Hazardous Materials Regulations (49 CFR parts 105-180).  
 

Preemption 
In accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31315(d), as implemented by 49 CFR 381.600, during the period these 
exemptions would be in effect, no State shall enforce any law or regulation applicable to interstate 
commerce that conflicts with or is inconsistent with the exemptions with respect to a firm or person 
operating under the exemptions. States may, but are not required to, adopt the same exemptions with 
respect to operations in intrastate commerce. 
 
Official publication of the notice to the Federal Register will be available on June 29, 2021. 
 
For more information please contact Ms. La Tonya Mimms, Chief of Driver and Carrier Operations, 
202.366.9220, latonya.mimms@dot.gov 
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La Tonya Mimms, Chief of Driver & Carrier Operations 
Our Roads, Our Safety Campaign 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE | Washington, DC 20590 
P: (202) 366-9220  
Latonya.mimms@dot.gov  

 

mailto:Latonya.mimms@dot.gov

